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The holiday season is upon 
us once again and our winter 
residents are returning in 
droves.  The past year has 
been an exciting one for your 
Village with many accom-
plishments.  Our new bridge 

is complete and the third train, a water processing 
system for our water plant, will provide Tequesta wa-
ter for many years to come.

Thanks to a dedicated staff, many who wear multiple 
hats, Tequesta remains financially secure and continues 
to work hard to maintain that goal.  Our new website 
offers an area where you may comment on any issue 
or make recommendations.  You will receive a reply.

I and my fellow Council Members sincerely invite 
you to our meetings and continually look for your 
guidance and input.  The expression, “you can’t 
fight city hall”, is not the case in Tequesta.  You, the 
citizen, can make a difference, without a fight, but 
with constructive input that benefits us all.

I wish you the very best for this holiday season and 
throughout the coming year.  Please support our 
local businesses that also have chosen our Village to 
enhance their way of life.

In closing, let me reflect on a quote by the famous 
anthropologist Margaret Mead that encouraged me 
to work for you.  “Never doubt that a small group 
of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the 
world.  Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has”.

God bless you all,

Councilman Jim Humpage

Jim Humpage
Councilman

Emily & Jessica Dennis and Vice-Mayor Vince Arena do their part for recycling while having fun. 
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RECYCLING PAYS OFF

The Village has received a whopping total of  $30,500.78 for recycling efforts and it’s all thanks to 
our conscientious residents and businesses.  In 2010, the Solid Waste Authority’s (SWA) Govern-
ing Board implemented a Recycling Revenue Share Program which partners with municipalities 
to strengthen participation and increase the amount of  materials recovered, and in only 1 year 
Tequesta has recycled 838.12 tons of  material.  Of  note is the fact that this recycling effort was 
achieved without the residents’ knowledge of  the program. 

SWA Customer Service Director John Archambo, 
describes the Village’s effort as “outstanding” and 
indicates that this has helped to conserve valuable 
landfill space and natural resources.

It’s not hard to figure out why Tequesta is in the 
forefront of  the recycling effort as the community is 
involved at all age levels. Twin girls, Emily and Jes-
sica Dennis are part of  a Junior Girl Scout troop that 
meets at the 1st Presbyterian Church in Tequesta. The 
troop of  21 girls are led by the twin’s mom Karin 

Dennis, and they are currently working on a “journey” that teaches about recycling, reusing and 
using energy wisely.  Additionally, the church has recently formed a “Green Team” of  which 
Karin is also a part.  Their objective is to help promote eco-stewardship within the community 
and help the church “go green” with more recycling and reusing opportunities.

As the word gets out that valuable payouts will be made to the Village, expectations are 
high that we will smash this record in the upcoming year. Groups wishing to get assistance 
with their recycling efforts may contact the SWA Recycling and Public Affairs team at 
(561) 640-4000. Watch out for the many recycling activities and competitions that the Village is 
putting together for next year.

See Insert for Important Information: 
Mandatory Purchase of Flood Insurance and Village of Tequesta Flood Protection Information



General fund                                         5.7671

General Capital Water Refuse & Stormwater Special Law
ESTIMATED REVENUES Fund Improvement Utility Recycling Utility Enforcement Total

Taxes:                                                    Millage Per $1000
  Ad Valorem Taxes                              5.7671   4,271,000 4,271,000
Sales and Use Taxes 1,164,500 1,164,500
Franchise Fees 390,000 390,000
Licenses and Permits 484,200 484,200
Intergovernmental Revenues 767,340 767,340
Charges for Services 886,190 4,226,500 474,535 323,350 5,910,575
Miscellaneous Revenues 227,240 48,000 21,400 50,000 346,640
Intragovernmental Services 334,659 334,659
Unrestricted Investment Earnings 31,000 8,000 820 1,100 40,920
Other Financing Sources 120,870 37,080 157,950
TOTAL SOURCES $8,676,999 $48,000 $4,292,980 $475,355 $324,450 $50,000 $13,867,784
Transfers In $251,300 251,300
Fund Balances/Reserves/Net Assets $338,260 $201,300 $0 $0 $258,130 $1,000 798,690
TOTAL REVENUES, TRANSFERS &
      BALANCES $9,266,559 $249,300 $4,292,980 $475,355 $582,580 $51,000 $14,917,774

EXPENDITURES   
General Government 1,498,523 1,498,523
Public Safety 5,959,400 1,000 5,960,400
Physical Environment 3,743,480 475,355 582,580 4,801,415
Transportation 797,970 48,000 845,970
Leisure Services 574,590 574,590
Debt Service 424,076 537,500 961,576
Other Financing Uses 12,000 12,000 24,000
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $9,266,559 $48,000 $4,292,980 $475,355 $582,580 $1,000 $14,666,474
Transfers Out $201,300 $50,000 251,300
Fund Balances/Reserves/Net Assets 0
TOTAL APPROPRIATED EXPENDITURES
TRANSFERS,RESERVES & BALANCES $9,266,559 $249,300 $4,292,980 $475,355 $582,580 $51,000 $14,917,774

BBUUDDGGEETT SSUUMMMMAARRYY
VILLAGE OF TEQUESTA - FISCAL YEAR 2011-2012

Seats 1,3 and 5 are up 
for election 

Contact Clerk’s Office for more info

768-0443

Municipal 
Election 3/13/12

Direct Rates
S. Florida  Jupiter Fl. Island Children's County Total

Fiscal Year Ending Village County Everglades School County   Water Mgmt. Inlet Nav. District Services Health Care Millage
September 30 Rate County Debt Construction District Library District District (FIND) Council District

2010 5.7671 4.3440 0.2174 0.0894 7.9830 0.5518 0.5346 0.1253 0.0345 0.6898 1.1451 21.4820

3.2% 5.3% 100%37.2% 2.6% 2.5% 0.6% 0.2%
Millage

As a % of Total 26.8% 20.2% 1.0% 0.4%

VILLAGE OF TEQUESTA, FLORIDA
PROPERTY TAX RATES - ALL DIRECT AND OVERLAPPING GOVERNMENTS

(Per $1,000 of Assessed Value)

Overlapping Rates 

The American Cancer Society’s Relay For Life will be coming to Tequesta once again.  Last 
year the Relay For Life of  Tequesta raised over $30,000 for cancer research and the local pro-
grams and services offered by the American Cancer Society.  The Events Committee is work-
ing hard to make this year’s event even better, planning community fundraisers and recruiting 
teams from Tequesta businesses, schools and residents.  To join in the fight against cancer or 
for more information, visit www.relayforlife.org/tequestafl or call (561) 650-0131.

Girl Scouts participate in the 2011 event

Qualifying Period
Noon 1-31 – Noon 2-14



For the Record August 2011 – October 2011
Visit the “Document Imaging Center” located via the Website to see the following agenda items in their entirety.  

ORDINANCES
•  Ordinance 13-11, Amending the Village Code of  Ordinances at Chapter 54. Offenses. 
   By Repealing all Local Regulation of  Firearms and Ammunition as Set Forth in Sec. 54-4 
•  Ordinance 14-11, Amending Exhibit “B” of  Section 2-30 of  the Code of  Ordinances 
   Village of  Tequesta Relating to the Employees Pension Trust Funds; Implementing the 
   Terms of  the PBA  Collective Bargaining Agreement Opting Out of  the Chapter 185 
   Money; Closing the Plan to New Police Officers Hired on or After October 1, 2011; 
   Clarifying a Retired Members Ability to Change Joint Annuitants Under Florida Statutes 
   §175.333 and §185.341; Clarifying the Other Amount of  Distributions Under the Optional Forms of  Benefits
•  Ordinance 15-11, Amending the Village Code of  Ordinances at Chapter 26. Emergency Services. At Article II.
   Alarms. At Division I. Generally. By Amending Section 26-35 to Modify the Number of  Excessive Class B
   Alarms within One Year from Five Alarms to Three Alarms, and to Revise and Update Outdated Language 
•  Ordinance 16-11, Amending the Village Code of  Ordinances at Chapter 62. Planning and Development. Article
   IV. Adequate Facilities and Concurrency Management. Division 1. Generally. By Amending Subsection (3) of  
   Section 62-92. Level of  Service Standards. To Correct the Stated Public Drainage Facilities Level of  Service 
   Standard From a Three-year Frequency Storm Event to a Twenty-five Year Frequency Storm Event in 
   Conformance with the Village’s Comprehensive Plan 
•  Ordinance 17-11, Amending the Village Code of  Ordinances at Chapter 66. Subdivisions. Article v. Design 
   Standards. Division 1. Generally. By Amending Subsection (g)(3) of  Section 66-161. General Standards; Level of
   Service Standards. To Correct the Stated Public Drainage Facilities Level of  Service Standard from a Three-year
   Frequency Storm Event to a  Twenty-five Year Frequency Storm Event in Conformance with the Village’s 
   Comprehensive Plan 
•  Ordinance 18-11, Amending the Village Code of  Ordinances at Chapter 78. Zoning. Article IX. Supplemental 
   regulations. Division 2.  Site Plan Review. Amending this Division by Modifying Certain Criteria Relative to 
   Outside Agency Approvals, Fire Flow Requirements, Sidewalk Requirements, Survey Requirements, Traffic Study
   Requirements, Signage Requirements and Lighting Requirements
•  Ordinance 19-11, Amending the Village Code of  Ordinances at Chapter 78. Zoning. Article IX. Supplemental
   regulations. Division 3.  Special Exception Uses. Amending this Division by Revising Certain Criteria to be more
   Compatible with the Site Plan Review Process, and by Providing Revised Procedures for Small Scale Revisions
   and an Optional Pre-application Process

RESOLUTIONS
•  Resolution 19-11, Adopting Final Millage Rate by Motion of  Council 
•  Resolution 20-11, Adopting Final 2011/2012 Budget by Motion of  Council 
•  Resolution 13-11, Adopting a Fund Balance Police for Governmental Funds in Accordance with GASB 
   Statement No. 54 
•  Resolution 22-11, Adopting a Revised Schedule of  Fees and Charges for the Provision of  Water Services 
   Rendered by the Village of  Tequesta for its Citizens and Other Members of  the Public; Repealing Resolution  
   Mo. 31-10
•  Resolution 23-11, Increasing Revenues and Expenditures in the FY 2010/2011 General Fund Budget in the
   Amount of  $52.451.00 as a Result of  Increased Development Activity 
•  Resolution 25-11, Council approval to Surplus Outdated Firefighter Protective Gear and Approve Donating it to
   the  Commonwealth of  Dominica

VARIANCES / SITE PLAN APPLICATIONS / SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS
•  SPR 02-11 - Site Plan Review, to utilize an existing 118,716 square feet three-story building and adjacent grounds
   as a  Rehabilitation Facility.  The application includes a proposed landscape plan, and one (1) monument sign.  
   The address of  the proposed site is plan is 217 Village Blvd
•  SPR 03-11, Site Plan Review, Application for site plan development review to demolish an existing 410 square feet
   pool cabana and to construct a 2904 square feet pool and fitness building. The application includes a proposed 
   landscape plan. The address of  the proposed site plan is 400 Beach Road 
•  SPR 04-11, Site Plan Review, Site Plan Review to construct a 1,997sq. ft. addition to the existing Good Shepherd
   Episcopal school.  The application includes a proposed landscape plan. The address of  the proposed site is plan is
   400 Seabrook Road, Tequesta, FL 33469
•  SE 03-11, Special Exception, Application of  Poe Poe’s Precinct, Inc., d/b/a Clown Town, 668 N. US Highway 1, 
   Countyline Plaza 582-716 US Highway 1, Tequesta, FL 33469,  for a Special Exception  Use of  “indoor amuse-
   ments” for recreational use pursuant to Sec. 78-177 (d) (6) of  the Village of  Tequesta Code of  Ordinances
•  SE 04-11, Special Exception, Application of  Corner Café of  Tequesta, LLC, 289 N US Highway 1,  Village
   Square Shopping Center, 221 N US Highway 1, Tequesta, FL 33469, for a Special Exception Use pursuant to 
   Section 78-177. C-2 District (d) (14) Special Exception Uses of  the Village of  Tequesta Code of  Ordinances.  
   The Applicant is requesting an expansion of  a previously approved special exception by constructing a 500 square 
   foot outdoor deck addition to the existing shopping center. The application includes a landscaped perimeter area.
•  VAR 02-11, Variance, Consideration of  request for variance from the requirement of  Sec. 78-298 to allow 
   Blondies to sell intoxicating liquors, wines and beverages for consumption on the premises within a 525 +/- foot
   radius of  any church, school or youth center, where Sec. 78-298 currently allows for such sale only at a 1,000 foot
   radius or greater from any church, school or youth center.  The property is located in the C-2 Zoning District at 
   181 North US Hwy. 1, Tequesta, FL.  The applicant is Meghan Conran. 

AGREEMENTS
•  Council accepted an offer from Arcadis of  $88,000 to settle Tequesta Bridge engineering issue to release and 
   indemnify issues related
•  Council Approved Contracts (Signed by Manager under $25,000): FDG Flagler Station II LLC and Village of
   Tequesta Real Estate Lease 12 Month Renewal; Law Offices of  Perry & Jensen Proposal to Amend the Public
   Safety Officers’ Pension Trust Pension Plan; ZOLL Defibrillators 1 Year Contract for Extended Warranty and 
   Preventative Maintenance; and CivicPlus Service and License 1 Year Agreement for Website Redesign, Hosting
   and Support 
•  Approved the Renewal of  a 1 Year Agreement with the Florida Municipal Insurance Trust (FMIT) for Property,
   Liability, Automobile and Workers’ Compensation in the Amount of  $308,552 for FY 2011/2012  
•  Per Village Ordinance were Presented:  Xerox WorkCentre 7500 Printer 36 Month Lease Agreement-Public
   Works; Molly’s Trolleys Hourly Rate Contract for Harvest Fest; Engenuity Group GIS Services Proposal, VOT 
   & FDOT Landscape Maintenance Commitment, SimplexGrinnell Proposal and Service Agreement to repair 
   Village Hall fire system main drain, VOT & Mainline Supply of  Florida, LLC Services Agreement for Water 
   Meters and Meter Reading Supplies and Florida Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles Memorandum of  
   Understanding Drivers License and/or Motor Vehicle Record Data Exchange
•  Council Approved the Manatee Protection Plan Interlocal Agreement for Law Enforcement Services between
   Palm Beach County and the Village of  Tequesta 
•  Renewed the Employee Assistance Program Agreement with the Center for Family Services of  Palm Beach 
   County, Inc. for FY 2011/2012 

MISC
•  Announced that the proposed operating millage rate necessary to fund the budget was 1.84% under the 
   rolled-back millage rate of  5.8753 mills; Announced the Proposed Millage Rate as 5.7671; Adopted the 
   Tentative 2011/2012 Budget by Motion of  Council 
•  Council Discussion and Action to lift the 18% Water Surcharge as implemented per Ordinance 6-11.

E-Verify is an Internet-based sys-
tem that compares information 
from an employee’s Form I-9 (Em-
ployment Eligibility Verification), 
to data from the U.S. Department 

of Homeland Security and Social Security Administra-
tion records to confirm employment eligibility. The 
Department of Homeland Security is working to stop 
unauthorized employment so by using E-Verify to de-
termine the employment eligibility of their employees, 
companies become part of the solution in addressing 
this problem.

While participation is voluntary for most businesses, 
more than 288,000 employers across the United States 
use it to check the employment eligibility of their em-
ployees, with about 1,200 new businesses signing up 
each week. It is however mandatory in a few states 
and for employers with federal contracts or subcon-
tracts that contain the Federal Acquisition Regulation 
E-Verify clause.

VILLAGE USING E-VERIFY 
STARTING SEPT 2011

3 New Reserve Officers 
sworn in

Eric Day is sworn in by Village Clerk Lori McWilliams

Janet Chang prepares to be sworn in

Tana Donadio taking her oath

Got a Question?
Find contact information at:

tequesta.org
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NEW HIRES
Name    Department  Position       Start Date
Janet Chang   Police   PT Reserve Officer 10/24/2011
Erick Day   Police   PT Reserve Officer 10/24/2011
Tana Donadio   Police   PT Reserve Officer 10/24/2011
Ligia Ferguson   Finance    PT Accounting Clerk   9/15/2011

LEAVING US 
Name    Department  Position  Departure Date
Donald Ricciardi  Police   Police Captain  11/6/2011
Antonio Gomez  Police   PT Reserve Officer 8/26/2011

EMPLOYEE MOVEMENTS  August 2011 - November 2011

7 new businesses opened in Tequesta over the last quarter with 2 accepting our invitation to be 
featured.  The other 5 were Jump Start Nutrition, The Hug Basket, Cake Ladies, Nick Smith Services 
and Azzair, Inc.  Sand Harbor Presbyterian Church which opened in the previous quarter but 
missed the print deadline, has their submission featured in this issue.

Clown Town
Clown Town, a Fun, Safe and Educational Hangout for Children 
& Youth, is finally open 6 days a week in Countyline Plaza!  
Tequesta Police Corporal Derick Velez, and his wife Ashley,
created Clown Town as a safe place for kids to gather and 
socialize.  Also known as Poe Poe & Giggles, the Village of  
Tequesta Clowns want to help guide and prevent our youth from 
delinquency and to teach young people that they can have fun 

without drugs or alcohol.  Clown Town not only offers a safe place to drop 
kids off, but also educational classes and many fun filled activities.  Come 
on in and enjoy video games, movies, playing on game tables, performing 
karaoke, dance, drums or electric guitar, play on computers, homework help,  
snack & sip and so much more!  Visit us at 668 N. US Highway One, Tequesta, 
FL, (561) 972-4029, www.poepoesprecinct.com.

Ray’s Window Washing
Ray’s Window Washing is a locally operated window cleaning service, 
dedicated to the cleanliness of  your home or business.  They provide 
superior commercial and residential services.  To improve the look of  
your home, office, or storefront today, call Ray at (561) 373-0039.  Clearly 
the clean choice!
 

Sand Harbor Presbyterian Church
Tequesta is now home to a special kind of  church that offers time-tested 
answers to the questions we all ask: Is there any hope for this world, 
with all of  its problems? How can I find friends who really care about 
me? Why am I here? And most importantly, who is God, and how can 
I know Him? Sand Harbor Presbyterian Church is a young congrega-
tion that cares deeply about people and believes that the Bible gives 

us reason to hope! Our office is in suite 5 of  Cypress Plaza (357 Cypress Drive); and we worship 
at 10:30 on Sunday mornings at Jupiter Elementary School. Call Pastor Keith Coward for more 
information (561-427-1343).

Starting in December, Smoke Signals will be 
highlighting one of  our many delightful, local restau-
rants. They will be featured in the order in which they 
responded to an invitation which was extended in 
October, with Gallery Grille being the first to go.

Gallery Grille

Ask the local critics for their favorite breakfast and 
lunch place and one name comes up...Gallery Grille...an 
ever reliable “gem of  a neighborhood bistro.”

Celebrating their tenth season, Proprietors Bruce and 
Jeanne Nierman are committed to excellence. Preparing 
everything from scratch.....roasting turkeys, roast beef  
and pork for juicy sandwiches, making all dressings and 
sauces for the many salads, creating six soups daily, and 
baking all desserts and pastries. The vibe is neighbor-
hood friendly. Chef  Bobby, manager Dawn and most 
of  the staff  have served loyal diners for more than 
seven years.

Signature dishes like pecan crusted hog snapper on 
mixed greens, oyster and softshell crab po boy’s, Tus-
can chicken salad, Baja fish tacos, and the best burger in 
town, ground fresh daily and served with hand cut fries 
or onion rings, all have their fans.

Breakfast is not to be missed!  Great buttermilk pan-
cakes and waffles, unique omelets and biscuits and gra-
vy. Sunday offers the best eggs Benedict with variations 
like lobster, portobello, and fried green tomato served 
with Yukon gold home fries, fresh squeezed OJ and a 
great cup of  Joe.  See you at “The Grille.”In an effort to increase breast cancer awareness and the 

importance of  education and early detection, the Village 
hosted its first “Tequesta Cares – Breast Cancer Rally” on 
Tuesday, 10/25/2011 on the Village Green.  Residents and 
staff  visited with local cancer awareness exhibitors - The 
American Cancer Society, Conner Moran, Healing Touch, 
Susan G. Komen and Margaret W. Niedland Breast Cancer 
Center at Jupiter Medical Center, who also provided edu-
cational materials.    

Blondies, Tequesta’s newest restaurant, provided the 
food, while the Parks and Recreation Department pro-
vided children’s games and entertainment. Poe Poe and 
Giggles charmed attendees of  all ages.  DJ Jammin Jim’s 
tunes were a nice back drop as attendees visited the Fe-
male Firefighters Association and browsed their annual 
calendar.  On the front lawn – the Indian River Fire 
Girls’ pink fire truck and the PBSO pink car were defi-
nitely a hot spot for photo opportunities.  A number of  
donations, including 6 pink fishing poles from StingRay and a painting by Cancer survivor Betty 
Laur, were raffled off  to raise funds.

First “Tequesta Cares – Breast Cancer Awareness Rally” held

Top: Mayor Tom Paterno back, Council Member Abby Brennan and Vice Mayor Vince Arena. 
Bottom: Employees pose beside the pink fire truck

Fire Gear Donation to Dominica
At the October 2011 Village 
Council meeting the Coun-
cil approved the donation of  
12 used sets of  Firefighting 
Clothing “Bunker Gear” to 
the Fire-Rescue Department 
of  the country of  Dominica, 
in the Caribbean. The Bunker 
Gear consists of  the heavy 
yellow coat and pants that 
firefighters wear into fires and 
on vehicle accidents to protect them. This gear no 
longer meets the standards for firefighters here in 
the United States but will be a very needed and wel-
come addition to the Dominica Fire Department. 
Tequesta Firefighter/Paramedic Peter Allen, had 
previously been scheduled to teach Trauma Care to 
their Fire Department and will present the bunker 
gear when he travels there on November 7th. 



WINTER 2011

Saturday January 21, 2012
Gate opens at 4:30 PM; Movie starts at dusk

When the evil wizard Gargamel chases the tiny blue Smurfs out of their 
village, they tumble from their magical world and into ours -- in fact, 
smack dab in the middle of Central Park. Just three apples high and 
stuck in the Big Apple, the Smurfs must find a way to get back to their 
village before Gargamel tracks them down. 
Constitution Park: Enter at Dover Rd gate

Admission: Village of Tequesta Residents FREE 
(bring proof of residency)
Non Residents: Everyone 4 & up-$5; Under 4 FREE

The SmURFS MoviE

Winter Camp 2011

Dates & Hours:    Tuesday, December 27-Thursday, 
         December 29 and
                           Tuesday, January 3- Friday, 
                           January 6 (7 days)

    Camp Hours:    8:30 am-5:00 pm

                Cost:   $125 for 7 days of camp 
                           (excludes daily field trip fees)

                Ages:  5-12 year olds

Registration begins November 1, 2011, 8:30 am. 
For more information call Kathleen at (561) 768-0470

Saturday December 10, 2011
5:30-8:30 PM • Village Green Park

Kids… Bring your letter into 
the Recreation Center beginning 

December 1 and ending 
December 16, with a self 

addressed envelope and Santa 
will write you a letter in return.

Visit Tequesta.org for more 
information on all activities

Sorry, no dogs allowed in park

First Sunday of every month through April, 
excluding January.

Noon-4:00 PM, Event includes concert
Constitution Park



The Village of  Tequesta participates in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), which 
makes federally backed flood insurance available for all eligible buildings, whether they are in a 
floodplain or not. Flood insurance covers direct losses caused by surface flooding, including a river 
flowing over its banks, ocean storm, and local drainage problems. 

The NFIP insures buildings, including mobile homes, with two types of  coverage: building and 
contents. Building coverage is for the walls, floors, insulation, furnace, and other items permanently 
attached to the structure. Contents coverage may be purchased separately, if  the contents are in an 
insurable building. 

Mandatory Purchase Requirement: The Flood Disaster Protection Act of  1973 and the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Reform Act of  1994 made the purchase of  flood insurance mandatory for 
federally backed mortgages on buildings located in Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHAs). It also 
affects all forms of  Federal or Federally related financial assistance for buildings located in SFHAs. 
The SFHA is the base (100-year) floodplain mapped on a Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM). It is 
shown as one or more zones that begin with the letter “A” or “V.” 

The rule applies to secured mortgage loans from such financial institutions as commercial lenders, 
savings and loan associations, savings banks, and credit unions that are regulated, supervised, or 
insured by Federal agencies such as the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and the Office of  
Thrift Supervision. It also applies to all mortgage loans purchased by Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac 
in the secondary mortgage market. 

Federal financial assistance programs affected by the laws include loans and grants from agencies 
such as the Department of  Veterans Affairs, Farmers Home Administration, Federal Housing Ad-
ministration, Small Business Administration, and the Department of  Homeland Security’s Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 

How it Works: Lenders are required to complete a Standard Flood Hazard Determination (SFHD) 
form whenever they make, increase, extend or renew a mortgage, home equity, home improvement, 
commercial, or farm credit loan to determine if  the building or manufactured (mobile) home is in 
an SFHA. It is the Federal agency’s or the lender’s responsibility to check the current Flood Insur-
ance Rate Map (FIRM) to determine if  the building is in an SFHA. Copies of  the FIRM are avail-
able for review in most local government building or planning departments. Lenders may also have 
copies or they use a flood zone determination company to provide the SFHD form.

If  the building is in a SFHA, the Federal agency or lender is required by law to require the recipient 
to purchase a flood insurance policy on the building. Federal regulations require building coverage 
equal to the amount of  the loan (excluding appraised value of  the land) or the maximum amount 
of  insurance available from the NFIP, whichever is less. The maximum amount available for a 
single-family residence is $250,000. Government sponsored enterprises, such as Freddie Mac and 
Fannie Mae, have stricter requirements. 

The mandatory purchase requirement does not affect loans or financial assistance for items that 
are not covered by a flood insurance policy, such as vehicles, business expenses, landscaping, and 
vacant lots. It does not affect loans for buildings that are not in an SFHA, even though a portion 
of  the lot may be. While not mandated by law, a lender may require a flood insurance policy, as a 
condition of  a loan, for a property in any zone on a FIRM. 

Flooding in our Village can come from different sources: Tidal surges associated with Hurricanes, 
South Florida heavy storms, blocked or clogged drainage pipes and ditches. Floodwaters can cover 
many blocks at one time covering streets, yards, garages, cars and lower floor levels.   Flooding can 
come with little warning a stalled frontal system dropped over 15 inches of  rain on Tequesta over 
a 39-hour period in October 1995. Tequesta experienced a significant flooding event.  On Saturday 
January 2, 1999 a cold front stalled over the northern part of  Palm Beach County and produced an 
intense rain event. Between 18 and 22 inches of  rain fell in the northern third of  the county over 
a 12 to 18-hour period.  Your property may be high enough that it was not flooded during these 
events. However, it can still be flooded in the future because the next flood could be worse. If  you 
are in the floodplain, the odds are that someday your property will be damaged. This flyer gives you 
some ideas of  what you can do to protect yourself. 

Village Flood Information: The first thing you should do is check your flood hazard. Flood maps 
and flood protection references are available at the Public Library. You can also visit the Commu-
nity Development Department at Village Hall to see if  you are in a mapped floodplain. If  so, they 
can give you more information, such as depth of  flooding over a building’s first floor, past flood 
problems in the area, and copies of  elevation certificates on buildings built in the floodplain since 
1991.  Even if  you are not in a floodplain, there still may be some risk of  flooding. If  requested, 
the Community Development personal will visit your property to review its potential flood prob-
lems and explain ways to stop flooding or prevent flood damage. Call the Department at 768-0453. 
These services are free. If  you are in a floodplain or have had a flood, drainage or sewer backup 
problem, check out these sources of  assistance. 

What You Can Do:  Several of  the Village’s efforts depend on your 
cooperation and assistance. Here is how you can help: 

1. Do not dump or throw anything into the ditches or storm drains.  Dumping in our ditches and
    storm drains is a violation of  Village of  Tequesta Code of  Ordinances section 74-242.  Even
    grass clippings and branches can accumulate and plug drainage facilities. A plugged drainage
    facilities cannot carry water and when it rains the water has to go somewhere. Every piece of
    trash contributes to flooding. 

2. If  your property is next to a ditch or drainage facilities, please do your part and keep the banks
    clear of  brush and debris. The Village has a storm water maintenance program which can help
    remove major blockages such as downed trees. 

3. If  you see dumping or debris in the ditches or streams, contact the Public Works Department
    at 768-0483. 

4. Always check with the Building Department before you build on, alter, regrade, or fill on your
    property. A permit may be needed to ensure that projects do not cause problems on other
    properties. 

5. If  you see building or filling without a permit sign posted, contact the Building Dept. at 
    768-0453.

6. Check out the following information on flood proofing, flood insurance and flood safety. 

   
Flood proofing: There are several different ways to protect a building from flood damage. One way 
is to keep the water away by regrading your lot or building a small floodwall or earthen berm. These 
methods work if  your lot is large enough, if  flooding is not too deep, and if  your property is not in 
the floodway. The Community Development Department can provide this information.  Another 
approach is to make your walls waterproof  and place watertight closures over the doorways. This 
method is not recommended for houses if  water will get over two feet deep. A third approach is 
to raise the house above flood levels. Many houses, even those not in the floodplain, have sewers 
that back up during heavy rains.  Talk to a plumber about a plug or standpipe, overhead sewers or 
a backup valve which can stop this from occurring.

These measures are called flood proof-
ing or retrofitting. More information is 
available on line from FEMA’s website 
or at the Public Library. 

Important note: Any alteration to your 
building or land requires a permit from 
the Community Development Depart-
ment. Even regrading or filling in the 
floodplain requires a permit. 

If  you know a flood is coming, you 
should shut off  the gas and electricity 

and move valuable contents upstairs or higher elevations. It is unlikely that you will get much warn-
ing, so a detailed checklist prepared in advance would help ensure that you don’t forget anything. 

Flood Insurance: If  you don’t have flood insurance, talk to your insurance agent. Homeowner’s 
insurance policies do not cover damage from floods. However, because the Village of  Tequesta 
participates in the National Flood Insurance Program you can purchase a separate flood insurance 
policy.   This insurance is backed by the Federal government and is available to everyone, even for 
properties that have been flooded.  Some people have purchased flood insurance because it was 
required by the bank when they got a mortgage or home improvement loan. Usually these policies 
just cover the building’s structure and not the contents. During the kind of  flooding that happens in 
Tequesta, there is usually more damage to the furniture and contents than there is to the structure. 
If  you are covered, double-check that the building coverage is adequate and make sure you have 
contents coverage.

Remember: Even if  the last flood missed you or you have done some flood proofing, the next flood 
could be worse. Flood insurance covers all surface floods. 

Don’t wait for the next flood to buy insurance protection:  There is a 30-day waiting period before 
National Flood Insurance Program coverage takes effect.  Contact your insurance agent for more 
information on rates and coverage.

About the Mandatory Purchase of Flood Insurance Requirement

Village of Tequesta Flood Protection Information 

If  a person feels that a SFHD form incorrectly places the property in the SFHA, he or she may 
request a Letter of  Determination Review from FEMA. This must be submitted within 45 days of  
the determination. More information can be found at:

 http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/fq_gen11.shtm.

Flood insurance Map information from the NFIP is available for any property in the Village of  
Tequesta. More information on flood insurance is attached. This office has copies of  FEMA 
Elevation Certificates for all buildings constructed in the SFHA since 1990. Questions on this letter 
and the Village’s floodplain management program are welcome by visiting the Village of  Tequesta, 
Community Development Department, located at 345 Tequesta Drive, Tequesta, FL. 33469 or by 
calling 561-768-0453. 

Village of  Tequesta’s Community Number is 120228

If  the main building on your property is located in a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA), Federal 
law requires that a flood zone determination be done as a condition of  a federally backed mortgage 
to determine if  the structure is in an SFHA and if  so, to require flood insurance. It is up to the 
lender to determine whether flood insurance is required for a property. 

If  the main building on your property is not located in a Special Flood Hazard Area, the property 
may still be subject to local drainage problems or other unmapped flood hazard. Flood insurance 
from the NFIP is available at non-floodplain rates. A flood insurance policy can still be required 
by a lender. 

NOTE: This notice does not imply 
that the referenced property will or 
will not be free from flooding or 
damage. A property not located in 
a Special Flood Hazard Area may 
be damaged by a flood greater than 
that predicted on the FIRM or 
from a local drainage problem not 
shown on the map.  Everyone is 
entitled to Flood Insurance Protec-
tion even if  your lender does not 
require it.

The maps to the right illustrate 
potential flooding conditions asso-
ciated with Hurricane storm surge.

James M Weinand, 
Fire-Rescue Chief  and Community 
Development Director


