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OPERATION SURFSIDE
On June 24, an unimagjnable rragedy struck the
residents of Champlain Towers South in Surfside,
Florida. While all sa"v the hori:or, the firefighters
of Tequesta Fire Rescue saw an opportunity to
help. Over the course of a week, seven firefighters
"vere deployed to assist with the search and rescue
mission. Lieutenant Dave i\ikGovern describes
his experience:

Mayor
When people ask me to describe the Village of
Tequesta my response is always the same; we
are a diverse community of warm, welcoming
residents, and the only true small town in south
Florida. Our residenrs and Cow1ciJ members
are committed to maintaining and enhancing
the ambiance and character of the community,
which makes Tequesta such a great place
to live. To make that commitment a reality
requires dedication on the part of our
residents, businesses and our excellent Village
staff to maintain the best ofTequesta today while effectively and
proactively managing change and future opportunities.
Beginning 12 years ago, the US economy suffered a great recession,
the effects of which endured for many years. During that period, prior
Village councils and Village scaff tightened the Village's financial belt to
run Village operations as lean as possible and to minimize the necessity
for tax increases. As a result, many infrastrucrure projects were put on
hold. However, over the last few years with the improving economy,
the Village's share of the voter approved 1% sales tax and most recently,
funding from the CARE Act, the Village has and is moving forward
with key infrastructure projects across numerous fronts. These projects
include roads and sidewalks, storm water drainage, upgrades to the water
plant, planning to replace our 60-year-old water distribution system, and
last but not I.east, the building of our new Recreation Center scheduled to
open in early 2022. This center will provide a state of the art complex for
activities for "kids" of aU ages, as che song says from one to 92.
As we embrace the future and manage change for the benefit of our
residents, over che past two years the Council and Village staff have
embarked on a new strategy aggressively seeking external funding in the
form of State and Federal grants and earmarks to speed up existing and
pursue new infrastructure opportunities. This includes funding for road
reconstruction and resurfacing, storm sewer repairs, and park improvements
including Remembrance Park, Tequesta Park, and che possible acquisition
of Paradise Park. We have experienced a nwnber of small wins to dare
which have benefited rhe Village in multiple areas including parks, public
safety, the water utility and public works. While che success of our
current efforts is not guaranteed, they are well worth it and success
in one or more could potentially benefit the Village to the tune of several
million dollars.

In the near future, we will also request your input on the creation of a
vision to provide guidelines to landowners and developers for new
projects and any redevelopment in our commercial areas including
US 1, Cypress Drive and Bridge Road. This is an important initiative
focused on ensuring that we mainrain the charm and character of our
Tequesta community. Every Council member in this column expresses the
importance of resident input inro rhe decision making process. I will
echo those sentiments once again; you elect your Council members
to represent your best interests and we cannot do so without broad
community input.
It is an honor to represent and work on your behalf. l humbly thank you
for the oppormnity and the privilege.

"l recently had the honor and privilege to assist in
the search and rescue mission at Surfside in D ade
Cow1ty. I signed up to be part of the firefighter
'bucket brigade', as they called us. I knew what I
was signing up for and what I was going ro witness
and see down there; but I felt the need to help to
give so many families closure. 1 felt a different stress
than usual with this assignment. I have been in
- dangerous situations before and over my career
I have learned to deal with what I see on the job.
I knew I was going to see bodies of all ages
being taken from the rubble. The difference was this time, my children were the age that
they understood the danger of the mission and what I was going to do and see. 1 felt their
nervousness and had to reassure them not to worry I would be coming home - a promise
a lot of firefighters make but can't
always keep. As I worked the pile for
12 hours and watched body after body
being removed, all I could really think
of was fulfilling my promise to my kids
and to get home safe. I won't forget the
things I pulled from the rubble: clothes,
money, jewelry, furniture, pictures
and most importantly, people but I am
glad I had the opportunity to assist in
providing closure to so many families.
Every firefighter on the pile ""ill
remember what they did and saw that
day: I felt talking about it helped when I
got back to the station but most of all,
fulfilling that promise to my kids gave me the strength I needed. They asked questions and I told
them the truth, as I believe it's in1portant for them to understand why firefighters do what they
do. I had many PEER support offers when I got back, CISD, EAP, and the department chaplain.
l was lucky enough not to have to take advantage of these resources-just talking to m y crew and
answering questions helped me."

ELECTION QUALIFYING PERIOD CHANGE
Due to recent legislative changes, the Supervisor o f E lections Office has asked all Palm Beach
County municipalities to change their elecrjon qualifying dates. The next municipal election is
March 8, 2022 and the new qualifying period begins at Noon on November 2, 2021 and ends
at Noon on November 16, 2021. Due to the Election Code, these dates and times are strictly
enforced and are not flexible.

The following seats are scheduled for the March 2022 election:
• Frank D 'Ambra - Seat 1

• Laurie Brand on - Seat 3

• Bruce P rince - Seat 5

How to Run for Office:
When a resident decides to seek office, they should schedule an appointment with the Village
Clerk to review the "Candidate Election Handbook." It is important this meeting take place well
before the sta1·t of the qualifying period as there are certain requirements that need to be fulfilled
prior to qualifying. During this meeting, a comprehensive explanation of the process is provided,
including the review of required forms, election laws and important dates and deadlines.
For additional election information, contact Lori Mc\Xlilliams, 11[i\ifC, the Village Clerk at
561 -768-0443 or via email at lmcwilliams@tequesta.org.

About the Mandatory Purchase of Flood Insurance Requirement

PUBLIC WORKS

DEPARTMENT
Pedestrian Crosswalk Warning System
A Solar Powered LED Warning System was installed
at the Corner of Tequesta Drive and Point Drive. To
operate the system, simply press the button on the post.
The lights will flash for 30 seconds and automatically
turn-off. This safety feature will assist pedestrians
crossing the road and alert drivers to pedestrians in
the crosswalk.

The Village of Tequesta part1.c1pates in the
National Flood Insurance Program (NFTP)
which makes federally backed flood insurance
available for all eligible buildings, whether they
are in a floodplain or not. Flood insurance
covers direct losses caused by surface flooding,
including a river flowing over its banks, ocean
storm, and local drainage problems.
The NFlP insures mosr walled and roofed
buildings that are principally above ground on a
permanent foundation, including mobile homes
and buildings in the course of construction, with
two types of coverage: building and contents. Building coverage is for the walls, floors, insulation, furnace,
and other items permanently attached to the structure. Contents coverage may be purchased separately
if the contents are in an insurable building. To find a local insurance agent that writes flood insurance in
Tequesta, visit www.floodsmart.gov or call FEMA at (800) 427-4661.
Mandatory Purchase Requirement: The Flood D isaster Protection Act of
1973 and the National Flood Insurance Refo.rm Act of 1994 made the
purchase of flood insurance mandatory for federally backed mortgages on
buildings located in Specjal Flood .Hazard Areas (SF.HAs). It also affects
all forms of Federal or Federally related financial assistance for buildings
located in SFHAs. The SFHA is the base (100-year) Aoodplain mapped on a
Flood Insurance Rate Map (PIRL\1) and is shown as one or more zones that
begin with the letter "N' or "V."

Per Florida State Statute 316.130(10), even though a
pedestrian has the right of way in a crosswalk, they
must still wait until the "coast is clear" before entering
the path of travel. When there is traffic already in the
crosswalk, the pedestrian must yield the right of way
to that vehicle.
Per Florida State Statute 316.130(7), drivers are required
to stop for pedestrians who are in a crosswa lk. The law
prohibits interfering with a pedestrian in the crosswalk.
Please use caution prior to crossing the road.

Country Club Drive Sidewalk
Repairs Phase II

This project is underway. The project limits are from
East Winds Circle to Tequesta Drive. This project will be
completed mid-August 2021

Road Improvements
Milling and paving was completed on Venus Ave., Mars
Ave., Saturn Ave, Fiesta Ave., Daly Road, Leigh Road,
and Pineview Road. Repairs were completed on North
Cypress Drive. Repa irs on Chestnut Trail, Starboard Way
and Seabrook Road began late July 2021.

The mandatory purchase requirement applies to secured mortgage loans from commercial lenders, savings
and loan associations, savings banks, and credit unions that are regulated, supervised, or insured by Federal
agencies such as the Federal D eposit Insurance Corporation and the Office of Thrift Supervision. It also
applies to all mortgage loans purchased by Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac in the secondary mortgage market.
Federal financial assistance .rograms affected by the laws include loans and grants from agencies such as
the Department of Veterans Affairs, Farmers Home Administration, Federal Housing Administration,
Small Business Administration, and the D epartment of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency
Management Agency (PEl'v1A).
How it Works: Lenders are required to complete a Standard Flood Hazard Determination form (SFHDF)
whenever they make, increase, extend or renew a mortgage, home equity, home improvement, commercial,
or farm credit toan to determine if any part of the buiJding is located in an SF.HA. If a Building is in an
SFHA, the federal agency or lender is reguired by law to provide written notification to the borrower that
flood insurance is mandatory as a conclition of the loan. Even though a portion of real property on which
a building is located may lie within a SP.HA, the purchase and notification requirements do not apply unless
the building itself or some part of the building is in the SF.HA. m,vever, lenders, on their own initiative
may require the purchase of Rood insurance even is a building is located outside of an SPHA. Up to 25%
of all NFIP fl ood losses arise from outside SFHAs (B, C, and X Zones).
In the event that a borrower believes that the lender has incorrectly placed their property within a SFHA,
the borrower can appeal the lender's determination by submitting a reguest to FEl\tlA for a Letter of
D etermination Review. The lender and borrower must jointly submit the request to FEl'vlA within 45 days
of the date the lending institution notified the property owner that a building is in the high-risk flood area
and that insurance is required. In response, FEMA will issue a Letter of D etermination Review agreeing
or disagreeing with rhe lender's determination. Some lenders reserve the right in their loan documents to
require the purchase of flood insurance regardless of the ood zone.

Required Coverage: Under federal regulations, the required insurance coverage must equal the amount of
the loan (excluding the appraised value of the land) or the maximum amount of insurance available from
the NPIP, whichever is less. The maximum amount of coverage available for a single-family residence is
$250,000, aod the maximum amount of coverage available for non-residential (commercial) buddings is
$500,000. Federal agencies and regulators, including government-sponsored enterprises, such as Freddie
Mac and Fannie Mae, may have stricter requirements. For additional information, or to speak with the
Village of Tequesta's Floodplain Administrator, please call the Village of Tequesta Building D ept. at
(561) 768-0450.

YOUR STORM WATER DOLLARS AT WORK
The Village has been busy putting your storm water fees to work throughout
the community. In the past 3 years, over $1.3 million has been invested into
srorm water projects including lining and replacing failed pipes ($1 million),
inlproving drainage at the intersection of Teguesta Drive and Pine Tree
Drive ($160,000) storm water modifications associated with replacing the
sidewalk on Country Club Drive ($100,000) and the installation of bioswales.
Upcoming projects planned are bank repairs at several storm water ponds
and ditches, restoration of roadside swales and lining additional pipes that
have reached the end of their service life. These important projects help
to protect the life, health and safety of our community while also being
responsible stewards of the waterways that make Tequesta special.

Enjoy Our Coastal Community While Protecting Its Natural Resources

For many people, summertime in Palm Beach County means
plenty o f time spent boating through our beautiful waterways.
In order to preserve our oceans and beaches for future
generations, it's our duty to be mindful of what we leave
in our wake. Common boating frems such as flares, fire
extinguishers, deep cycle batteries, mercury Roat switches, fuels,
oils and cleaning products should all be properly disposed of
in order to protect our natural resources. Palm Beach County
residents can do this conveniently and at no charge when they
bring these items to any of the Solid Waste Authority of Palm
Beach County's (SWA) Home Chemical and Recycling Centers (HCRC). There are seven HCRCs located
throughout the county, with the orth County Transfer Station at 14185 N. l\tfilitary Trail in Jupiter
being the closest one for Tequesta residents. Visit SWA.org/Locations for a foU listing of HCRC
locations.

Recycling: It is good for the environment!
Recycling begins at home. If you are not throwing
away any of your old product and instead utilizing
it for something new then you are actually recycling.
When you think of recycling you should rea lly think
about the whole idea; reduce, reuse and recycle.
Are you recycling correctly? Visit our webpage for
more info: https://www.teguesta.org/1236/Recycling

DIY WEED KILLER

If it's time to upgrade your boat, the S\'\!A can belp you get rid of your old one. Entire boats can be
disposed of in the North County Landfill at 6330 N. Jog Road in West Palm Beach. Owners or haulers
should first take the boat to get inspected at the HCRC located at 6161 N. Jog Road in West Palm Beach
to ensure that the boat is free from any hazardous materials such as fuel, batteries and flares. Built-in fuel
tanks must be accessible for inspection, but residents should note that the SWA will not pwnp fuel from
tanks. Inspections are performed at the West Palm Beach HCRC Monday through Friday, from 7 a.m. to
5 p.rn. Once the boat passes inspection, owners or haulers can take it to the landfiU for proper disposal.
Disposal rates are based on weight. Please note that SW/A staff cannot assist witl1 offloading boats from
trailers.
Properly disposing of old or expired boating items is one small thing we can do to protect our beautiful
coastal community. More disposal information for boaters can be found on the SWA website (S\X!A.org/
HCRC) or by calling 561 -640-4000.
*SWA Landlill Operations srnff will perform inspections outside of these hours.

Important Information Regarding Pesticide Regulations, Use & Safety
The Village of Tequesta recently updated the P esticide Managem en t section within its
code of ordinances in o.r der to be consistent with Florida law. Below is a summary of
information regarding pesticide regulations, use & safety.
•

A pesticide is used to prevent, destroy or control
insects, fungi, weeds or other plant or animal life.
Therefore, insecticides, fungicides and herbicides
are aU considered pesticides.

•

For your health and safety and for the protection of
our environment, insure that any business and/ or
their personnel you hi.re, a.re properly trained,
licensed and/ or certified. If you are applying
pesticides to your own lawn or landscape, they
may only be used in accordance with the registered
labels or as directed b)' the E PA or the Florida Dept.
of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS).

Ingredients:
1 gallon Vinegar
2 cups Epsom Salt
1/4 cup Dawn Dish Soap

Cblue original)

It will kill anything you spray it on_
Just mix and spray in the morning,
aA:er the dew has evaporated_Walk
away_Go back aA:er dinner and the
weeds are all gone!
Cheaper than anything you can
buy anywhere! Never buy and use
Round-Up again!

Does your lawn care crew also take care of weeds
in your planting beds, driveway and around your
landscape? If they do, for your family's health and
safety and that of your pets, inquire if they are properly
trained and licensed by the state to do so.
Unless your landscape maintenance company is also
licensed as a pest control business or has employees
that have received "Limited Certification" by the
State, they are not approved to be spraying herbicides
around your property or applying "weed-n-feed"
products on your lawn.
For your information, Tequesta, Jupiter and numerous
com munities around the state and country have
passed restrictions on the use of Glyphosate-based
herbicides (e.g. Roundup) on public property like parks
& ballfields.
For more information on Pesticide Regu lations, Use &
Safety, visit the Environmental Committee webpage:
https://www.teguesta.org/1382/Environmenta 1Advisory-Committee

• If you are hiring a business to apply pesticides to your lawn or landscape, they may fall under two
different categories; a pest control business o.r a landscape maintenance business. Before hiring
either type o f business, insure that the company is licensed to perform pest control, is properly
trained (passed a state exam) with a Certified Operator, and has a vehicle and/ or trailer that is
permanently mat:ked with the licensee's name.
• If you are hiring a landscape maintenance company that does not have a pest control business
license nor a Certified Operator, be aware that they are limited as to what scope of service they
ca11 provide in terms of pesticide/herbicide application. These landscape maintenance companies
cannot make "weed-n-feed" applications or use granular fertilize.rs with pesticides incorporated wjthin
them. However, personnel with these landscape maintenance companies may be able to apply
herbicides (weed killer) in a very limited capacity. These personnel must hold a "Limited Certification"
issued by tl1e State of Florida to do such application.
•

For your information, Tequesta passed a Resolution in 2020 to eliminate the use of Glyphosatebased herbicides (e.g. Roundup) on all ViJJage p ublic property.

• To search to check if your cur.t ent indjvidual pesticide applicator or pest control company 1s
licensed, go to h ttp://aessearch.freshfromflorida.com/
• To search all licensed pest control companies by county and categor y (search under lawn &
ornamental), go to https:// ceu.freshfromflorida.com/LicenseeReport.aspx • If you have a complaint involving pesticide application, contact FD ACS at (850) 617-7996 or
Tequesta's Code Compliance D ept. at 561-768-0519.
• If you would like to learn about health and environmental effects of pesticides, contact FDACS at
(850) 617-7917.
•

FinaUy, consider a landscape without the need for an abundance of pesticides. Misuse of pestic.ides
can create a sterile landscape and could potentially endanger your family's health and that of your pet.
Yards with native plantings, less lawn, and a Florida-friendly design are better for the environment
and can improve the diversity and health of wildlife habitats & the local ecosystem.

GENERATOR SAFETY TIPS

Pets & Fire Prevention
We know how important your furry friends are! H elp your p ets stay safe with the following
fire safety tips:
• Pets are curious. T hey may bump into,
turn on, o r k n ock over cooking
equipmem. K eep pets away from sto Yes
and countercops.
• Keep pets away from cand les, lamps,
and space heaters.
• Always use a metal o r heat-tempered
glass screen o n a fi replace and keep it
in place.

During hurricane season especially, the desire to use a generator
is understandable. Make sure you're keeping you, your family
and neighbors out of danger with these safety tips:

• Keep pets away fro m a chimney's outside
vents.

•

• Have a " pet-free zone" of at least 3 feet
away fro m the fireplace. Glass doors and screens can stay dangero usly ho t for several ho urs a fter the fire
goes o ut.
• Co nsider battery-operated, flameless candles. They can look and sm ell like real candles.
• So me pets are chewers. Watch pets to ma ke sure they don't chew through electrical cords. H ave a ny
problems checked by a professional.
• H ave working smoke alar ms o n every level of the home. Test your sm oke ala rms at least once a month.
I f the smoke alarm sounds, get out and stay o ut.
• N ever go back inside fo r pets in a fire. Tell firefighters if your pet is trapped.
F act: Pers and wild animals have a part in starting abo uc 700 ho me fi res per year. Roughly three-quarters
of these fi res were Started by cooking eguipment, fireplaces o r chimneys, lig hting, o r candles.

1111"fMd0mJ41Mil9rJR«er
Tequesta Fire Rescue loved getting to be a
part of the Freedom 4 Miler race protection
detail this Fourth of July at Constitution Park.
The emotional speeches, American flags and
enthusiastic comradery made for a memorable
and heartwarming race. Many thanks to all
those who participated in this patriotic race.

Only use a generator in a well-ventilated area at least 5
feet away from all door, windows and vent openings and
with the exhaust system directed away from the building.
• Never use a generator in an attached garage, even with
the door open.
• Install carbon monoxide (CO) alarms in your home and
follow the manufacturer's instructions for correct
placement and mounting height.
• Turn off generator and let it cool down before refueling.
Never refuel a generator while it is hot.
• Store fuel for the generator in a container that is
intended for the purpose and it is labeled as such. Store
the container(s) outside of living areas.
• When plugging in appliances, make sure they are
plugged directly into the generator or a heavy-duty
outdoor-rated extension cord. The cord(s) should be
checked for cuts and tears; the plug should have three
prongs, especially a grounding pin.

A~l'UI'~· ..
Village Manager/Clerk Intern

Award Winners
Teguesta residents, businesses, custo mers and Council Members have a
unique oppo rtuni ty to hc.:lp identify and recognize the Village's ST AR
emplo yees via o ur ne w Service Recognition Program. A Service Star
is defined as any employee who " raises the bar above and beyond the
Village's custo mary high performance standards!"

S - Service with a smile (courtesy)
T - Teamwork (cooperat ive spirit)
A - Amazing (can-do attit ude)
R - Responsiveness (commitment t o communicate)
To make a nomination, complete and submit the S.T.A.R • o mination form

STAR AWARDS
Michael Loney
Janet Mccorkle
Kathy Hannon
Gus Medina
James McGrew
John Wallace
Michael Bendsneyder

ww·w.tequesta.org/ FormCenter / STAR-7/ STAR- -ominacion-50

EMPLOYEE MOVEMENTS, 0

f'

-',

JOINING US
Name

Deparrmenc

Posicion

Kathleen Maloney-Pollack
Jheri-Lynn Palmeri
Kervens Norvil
Michelle 'fl1omas

Water
Police
Police
Accounting

Administration Generalist
Police Officer
Police Officer
Accounting Clerk II

My name is Eli Kauffman.
I had the great opportunity
of serving as an intern this
summer at the Village of
Tequesta. I am going into
my last year of college and
thought that it would be
interesting to work in a local
municipality. Since my start
here in May, I have been able to meet with every department
head and many who work in those certain departments. I have
been able to learn and understand the complexity of the work
that goes on in a local municipality. I have been constantly
amazed with the kindness and the constant helpfulness that
has been displayed by the employees ofTequesta towards me.
While meeting with the various department heads, I was able
to ask questions and discuss why their job was important to
Tequesta. They all did exceptional jobs explaining and showing
me what their department did for the village and why it was
necessary. Though all of the people I spoke with were different
from each other, they all said the same thing. "We are here
to serve the residents of Tequesta." The wisdom that I have
gained from spending a few short months here in Tequesta,
will stick with me for the entirety of my career. The Village of
Tequesta is a truly wonderful place and I have been extremely
fortunate to have been able to spend my summer working
here.

ANNIVERSARIES
Na.me
Kathryn Hannon
James McGrew
Merlene Reid
Adam Stark

Depamnent

Posicion

Human Resources
Police
Human Resources
Fire

HR Assistant
Asst. Chief
HR Director
Firefighter/ Parademic

Years of Service
5
5
15
15

Years of Service

RETIREMENTS
Name

Department

Position

James Pike
Michelle Terriault

Police
Water

Lieutenant
Administrative Assistant

SUMMER INTERNS
Name
Chelsea Lodato
Eli Kauffman

Department
Water Department
Village Mngt., Village Clerk Off.

Position
Intern

Intern

27
21
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KNOW YOUR FLOOD RISK
Living on the warer has many benefits, but also comes wirh the risk of Aooding.
Other than flooding caused by hurricanes or tropical storms, it can also be caused
by living in a low-lying area, storm water tunoff when those heavy afternoon rains
occur, or if drainage pipes or ditches are blocked. Flood Insurance Rate Maps
(FIRMs) or " Aood hazard maps" provide a visual reference for the areas at higher
risk for Aooding. The flood map and additional resources can be viewed on the
VilJage website at http: //www.tequesta.o rg/DocumentCenter /View / 6028

DRAINAGE SYSTEM MAINTENANCE:
WHAT CAN I DO
• Do not dump or throw anything into the ditches, swells, streams, rivers, or
storm drains. This is a violation of Village of Tequesta Code of Ordinances
section 74-242.
• Practice good drainage maintenance by keeping grass clippings and other
debris out of storm water drainage systems and drainage canals to prevent
clogging and loss of storm water storage and conveyance capacity.
• Please report any dumping violations and observed canal obstructions to
the Code Enforcement Division at 561-768-0519.
• If you would like advice and recommendations to alleviate drainage problems
on your property, call 561-768-0490 to ralk to a commtmity representative.

FLOOD INSURANCE INPORMATION

You can call th e Building D ep artm en t at Village Hall
at 561-768-0450 for the following infor m ation:
• If a property is located in a flood zone.
• If the property is in an undeveloped coastal barrier or otherwise protected area
of the Coastal Barrier Resources System.
• If the property is in an area predicted to be flooded in the future because of
sea level rise.
• If past flood problems have occurred in your area.
• If property is in an area with natural floodplain functions that should be protected.
• If mandatory purchase of flood insurance is reguired.
• If a FEMA elevation certificate that includes flood insurance rating data is
on file for your property.

The Village of Tequesta parnc1pates in the National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP), which makes federaUy backed Aood insurance available for aU eligible buildings,
whether they are in a floodplain or not. Flood insurance C0\7ers direct losses caused
by surface Aooding, including a river flowing over its banks, ocean storms, and
local drainage problems. The NFIP insures buildings, including mobile homes, with
two types of coverage building and contents. Building coverage is for the walls,
floors, insulation, furnace, and other items permanently attached to the structure.
Contents coverage may be purchased separately, if the contents are in an insurable
building. Mandatory Purchase Requirement: The Flood Disaster Protection Act of
1973 and the ational Flood Insurance Reform Act of 1994 made the purchase
of Rood insurance mandatory for federally backed mortgages on buildings located
in Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHAs). I t also affects ail forms of Federal or
Federally related fu1ancial assistance, for buildings located in SFHAs. The SFHA is
the base (100-year) Aoodplain mapped on a Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM). It is
shown as one or more zones that begin with the letter 'W' or "V." The rule applies to
secured mortgage loans from such financial institutions as commercial lenders,
savings and loan associations, savings banks, and credit unions that are regulated,
supervised, or insured by Federal agencies such as the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation and the Office of Thrift Supervision. It also applies to all mortgage Joans
purchased by Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac in the secondary mortgage market. Federal financial assistance programs affected by the laws include loans and grants from
agencies such as the DepartmentofVeteransAffairs,Farmers HomeAdmi nistration, Federal
Housing Administration, Small Business Administration, and the D epartment of
Homeland Security's Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).

KNOW BOW TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY
If further Flood Hazard information is required, a meeting may be scheduled with
It CRS
will Coordinator/Building
kill anything you
spray
Jose Rodriguez, at 561 -768-0511, to discuss
the
Official
,
depth dara or other flood problem information

According to FEl\ilA, flooding causes approximately 90% of clisaster-related
property damage in the United States. The l PIP paid over 3.5 billion dollars a year in
Bood
and 2013you
. More than eight billion was paid in flood clain1s
C claims between
than 2003
anything
after Hurr
Sandy.
Fortunately, there are some effective technigues to help protect against damage
from flooding. T hese include relocation of a building to a site not subject to
flooding, the use of earthen berm or small flood walls to protect properties, and
retrofitting, which will help minimize flooding in a habitable space. To speak to
Communjty Development personnel about flood protection advice and assistance,
please call 561-768-0450. If necessary, a community representative \vill visit the site
in guestion to review the potential flood problems and explain possible ways to
protect the property with the residents. These services are free. This number may
also be used to speak to a community representative for financial assistance advice
regarding flood damage.

Flood and hurricane warnings will be broadcast by local
television and radio as well as the Weather Channel. The
local media outlets provide a wealth of comprehensive
information before, during and following a storm event:

• WPTV News Channel 5

• WJTVWA Radio 103.9

• WPEC News Channel 12

• LEGENDS Radio 100.3

• WPBF News Channel 25

• www.tequesta.org

• http://discover.pbcgov.org/
publicsafety/dem/Pages/default.aspx

How it Works: Lenders are required to complete a Standard Flood Hazard
Determination (SFHD) form whenever they make, increase, extend or renew a
mortgage, home equity, home in1provement, commercial, or farm creclit loan to determine if tl1.e building or manufactured (mobile) home is in an SFHA. It is the Federal
agency's or the lender's responsibility to check the current Flood Insurance Rate Map
(FIRM) to determine if the building is in an SFHA. Copies of the FIIUvt: are available for
review in most local government building or planning departments. Lenders may also
have copies or tbey use a flood zone determination company to provide the SFHD
form. If the building is in a SFHA, the Federal agency or lender is required by law
to reguire the recipient to purchase a Rood insurance policy on the building. Federal
regulations require building coverage equal to the amount of the loan (excluding
appraised value of tbe land) or the maximwn amount of insurance available from the
NFIP, whichever is less. The maximum amount available for a single-family residence
is $250,000. Government sponsored enrerprises, such as Freddie Mac and Fannie
Mae, have stricter requirements. The mandatory purchase requirement does not affect
loans or fi nancial assistance for items that are not covered by a flood insurance policy,
such as vehicles, business expenses, landscaping, and vacant lots. It does not affect
loans for buildings that ate not in an SFHA, even though a portion of the lot may
be. \~e not mandated by law, a lender may require a Rood insurance policy, as a
condition of a loan, for a property in any zone on a FIRJvL More information can be
found at https://www.fema.gov/ national-flood-insurance-program
If you don't have flood insurance for your home and its contents, contact your
insurance agent. Information is also available from the Village of Tequesta by
calling 561-768-0450, Or from https:/ /www.floodsmart.gov/fioodsmart/ Don't
wait to purchase flood insurance protection. There is often a 30-day waiting period
before a policy will rake effect.

THE FLOOD IS COMING~ We just don't know when.

Purchase National Flood Insurance. Don't be caught unprepared.

Living close to water has its benefits, and flood hazards often
accompany those benefits. AJthough today, we have much better information
about Aoods and construction engineering than just a few decades ago, floods still
take a heavy toll on society; costing lives, damaging buildings ~Uld property, disrupting
livelihoods, and often necessitating federal disaster relief, which has risen to record
levels in recent years.

Weather-related disasters over the last several decades, and
extreme events have been happening more frequently resulting in
greater losses, costs and damages. Addjtionally, climate variability and
change adds many uncertainties to future flood risk estimates, and costs for the
engineering of projects to withstand Aoods are rising. Communities across the country
are now looking ahead and making decisions that will hopefoUy increase their
economic and ecological resjlience and minimize their risks. Many are attempting to
determine how climate change may affect them jn the future, and how officials can
incorporate the best available data into short-term and long-term decision-making.

Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs), also known as flood
hazard maps, are important tools in the effort to protect lives and
properties in communities across the nation. By showing the extent
to which areas of the Village and individual properties are at risk for flooding, these
flood maps help residents and business O\vners make better financial decisions about
protecting their property. However, flood risks are dynamic and can change
over time. Water flow and drainage patters can be altered dramatically due to
surface erosion, land use, and natural forces. As a result, flood maps for some areas
may no longer accurately portray the current flood risks. Consequently, the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has been updating the nation's flood maps
using the latest data gathering and mapping technology.

And It's Official ...
The Village of Tequesta received written confirmation dated July 25, 2016 from
the Department of Homeland Security, Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) that the Federal Insurance and :tvlitigation Administration (PIMA) raised
the racing of the Village of Tequesta community to a Class 7 in the ational Flood
Insurance Program (NFlP) Commtmity Racing System (CRS).
The community gualifies for a 15% discount off the premium cost of flood insurance for N FlP policies issued or renewed in Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHA) on
or after May 1, 2016. This increase in CRS Class is based on a field verification o f the
Village's 5-year cycle CRS application. Please note that Preferred Risk Policies are not
eligible for the CRS discount.
Reduce the financial impact of flooding by taking steps yourself before disaster
strikes. Many residents and business owners in Tequesta are unaware that they qualify for flood insurance. Even more may be unaware they may qualify for Federal
financial assistance both pre-disaster and post-disaster. Everyone should review their
current homeowner policy and become familiar with what is and what is not covered,
as damage due to flooding is typically not covered.
Contact the Building D epartment for information as to whether or not your home is
in danger. Our staff can help you determine your fl ood zone and elevation. Just call
561 -768-0450, check us out on the web at www.tequesta.org, or stop by the Village
Hall during business hours.

There are three types of Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHA)
present in the Village of Tequesta: the floodway (river), the flood
fringe (river banks), and Coastal Storm Surge velocity flooding.
We are affected by two forks of the Loxahatchee River in the Village (the North
and Northwest), as well as the lntracoastal Waterway/Jupiter Sound and the Atlantic
Ocean. Areas lying east of Federal Highway are particularly vulnerable to Aooding
from hurricane storm surges, while people to the west ma:y be vulnerable to rjverine
flooding. Historically, the Village of Tequesta has mainly been subject to flooding
caused by tropical storms or heavy downpours during afternoon thunderstorms.
lt just takes one storm to cause a flood, and just a few inches of water can cause tens
of thousands of dollars in damage often necessitating federal disaster relief.

The Village of Tequesta has been a participant in the National
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) since 1992, which makes it
possible for Village property owners to obtain federally backed
flood insurance. National Flood Insurance is the best hope to keep residents from
paying for the damage out of pocket since homeowners, renters and business
insurance policies typically don't cover flood damage.
National Flood Insurance is available to any owner of insurable property for a
building or its contents. Tenants may also insure their personal property against
flood loss. The actual costs will vary depending upon the amount of coverage and
the degree of flood hazard. Contact your insurance carrier regarding flood insurance
availability, rates and coverage for your property.

In certain instances, such as the purchase of a home with a
federally backed mortgage, flood insurance is required.
Residents need to be advised of the following:
• There is a 30-day waiting period for flood insurance policies;
• New flood insurance policies will not be written once a storm is approaching;
• Premiums for flood insurance policy holders provide the financial recovery for
insured flood losses - not tax funds;
• With insurance proceeds, policyholders can repair or rebuild damaged homes,
clear away debris, and replace business inventories and personal belongings;
• Flood insurance policyholders don't need to rely solely on federal disaster loans
that must be repaid with interest;
• Flood insurance claims are usually handled quickly, helping flood victims rebuild
homes and businesses.

The Village of Tequesta joined the Community Rating System
(CRS), which provides for reductions in flood insurance premiums
within participating communities. To acquire and maintain CRS discounts,
the Village of Tequesta continues to implement flood awareness and mitigation
programs in an effort ro provide better information and assistance ro its homeowners
and businesses. The Village provides a status report to the NFIP each year.

Plood Watch = "Be Aware"
Conditions are right for flooding to occur in your area. Steps to Take:
• Turn on your TV /radio. You w'iU receive the latest weather updates and
emergency instructions;
• Know where to go. You may need to reach higher ground quickly and on foot;
• Build or restock your emergency preparedness kit. Include a flashlight,
batteries, cash and first aid supplies.

Prepare Your Bom.e
• Bring in outdoor furn iture and move important indoor items to the highest
possible floor. Tb.is will help protect them from flood damage;
• Disconnect electrical appliances and do not touch electrical equipment if you
are wet or standing in water. You could be electrocuted;
• If instructed, turn off your gas and electricity at the main switch or valve.
This helps prevent fires and explosions.

Flood Warning

="Talce Action!"

Flooding is either happening or will happen shortly.
Steps to Take;

• Move immediately to higher ground or stay on high ground;
• Evacuate if directed;
• Avoid walking or driving through floodwaters. Turn Around, D on't D rown!
Just 6 inches of moving water can knock you down and 2 feet of water can
sweep your vehicle away.

After t.he Plood
• Return home only when authorities say it is safe;
• Be aware of areas where floodwaters have receded and watch
out for debris;
• Floodwaters often erode roads and wallnvays;
• Do not attempt to drive through areas that are still flooded;
• Avoid standing water as it may be electrically charged from
underground or downed power lines;
• Photograph the damage ro your property for insurance purposes.

