
Press Release by the Solid Waste Authority 
 
Recycling Right Means Revenue for Palm Beach County Cities, Towns and 
Villages  
  
Through its Municipal Revenue Share Program, the Solid Waste Authority of Palm 
Beach County (SWA) shares recycling revenues with the municipalities it serves. In 
Fiscal Year 2021 (Oct. 1, 2020 to Sept. 30, 2021), more than $251,700 was shared with 
municipalities from Tequesta to Boca Raton. Since the SWA started the program in 
2010, local municipalities have shared about $10 million.  
  
The Municipal Revenue Share Program rewards the SWA’s municipal partners for the 
role they play in making Palm Beach County’s dual stream recycling program 
successful. Each municipality’s recyclables are transported to the SWA, and once the 
SWA has sorted, baled and sold those commodities, the revenue is shared back with 
the municipal partners after covering processing costs.  
  
In the last fiscal year, county residents placed more than 100,000 tons of recyclables in 
their blue and yellow recycle bins. That’s more than 200 million pounds of recyclable 
waste that would have otherwise been trashed.  
  
Ultimately, more than 83,500 tons of recyclables were sold to mills and factories that 
could use them in making materials for new products. The top recycled items by weight 
were:  

• Mixed paper – more than 33,500 tons  
• Glass – more than 21,000 tons  
• Cardboard – more than 18,700 tons  
• Plastic – more than 4,100 tons 
• Aluminum – more than 1,000 tons   

 
The revenue received from marketing these recyclables varies due to market conditions 
and international policy. Since 2018, China’s National Sword policy has had the biggest 
impact on the reduction in recycling revenues.    
 
Below you will find our breakdown for the Village of Tequesta as well as sister 
communities:  
  
Juno Beach  
FY21 Total Revenue – $1,102.34  
Total Tons Recycled since 2010 – 4,555.28  
Total Revenue Share received since 2010 – $75,309.51  
  
Jupiter  
FY21 Total Revenue – $11,235.46  
Total Tons Recycled since 2010 – 45,829.54  
Total Revenue Share received since 2010 – $761,249.42  



  
Jupiter Inlet Colony  
FY21 Total Revenue – $105.98  
Total Tons Recycled since 2010 – 440.60  
Total Revenue Share received since 2010 – $7,421.02  
  
Tequesta  
FY21 Total Revenue – $1,208.32  
Total Tons Recycled since 2010 – 5,201.77  
Total Revenue Share received since 2010 – $88,576.51  
  
Additional information for FY 2021 Municipal Revenue Share breakdown by 
municipality can be found for the rest of the municipalities on the 
SWA.org/RecycleRight [swa.org].  
  
Each municipality spends their portion of the Municipal Revenue Share as they see fit.  
  
The net Municipal Revenue Share for each municipality consists of the total recovered 
residential materials revenue received by the SWA for each quarter less the processing 
cost for that quarter. That amount is divided by the total tons received to determine an 
average price per ton and multiplied by the adopted annual Municipal Revenue Share 
percentage (50% in FY 21) to set the program price for the quarter. The revenue 
received from recovered materials varies depending on market prices and availability.  
  
Self-haul municipalities receive their Municipal Revenue Share based on the actual 
weight of acceptable loads delivered to an approved SWA facility. The other 
municipalities, who share a common hauler, share the balance of those revenues in 
proportion with their total equivalent residential unit (ERU), which is calculated with 
single family and mobile homes as 1 ERU each and multifamily homes as 0.75 ERU per 
unit.  
  
In addition, more than 4.9 million pounds of home chemicals were collected to be safely 
disposed of or recycled. The most dropped off home chemicals at one of the SWA’s 
seven Home Chemical and Recycling Centers were: 
 

• Latex paint – more than 2,425,000 pounds  
• Electronics – more than 900,000 pounds  
• Used motor oil – more than 550,000 pounds  
• Cylinders/propane tanks – more than 230,000 pounds  
• Used cooking oil – more than 49,000 pounds  
• Pesticides – more than 47,000 pounds  
• Cleaning products solution – more than 45,500 pounds  

  
Though this effort is not a part of the traditional Municipal Revenue Share program, it 
does demonstrate that our county’s residents do take an active role to dispose of items 
the right way.  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/swa.org/recycleright__;!!COIdcu9TKnUF_QTdrw!I9toQZEGfKrAc9_Llm7dLOocap3He8_tLB228nFqXHDCWjh6cCsXorCzMznB2mi2$


  
Learn what goes in the blue and yellow recycling bins 
at SWA.org/RecycleRight [swa.org] and help us continue to recycle in the Village of 
Tequesta. 
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